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THE RURAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE

A CATALYST FoRr FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL INTRGRITY
IN THE AMERICAN WEST

February 18, 2009

My name is Bil} Bryan and I am the Executive Director of the Rural Landscape Institute,

nonprofit organization in Bozeman working to enhance the economic vitality of farms
and ranches, thereby securing the health of the land, open space and sustainable rural
communities,

This resolution is important to the people of Montana because our state is suffering from
the consequences of an increasing rural-urban divide. Rural communities are wasting

The Montana University System is the best catalyst and leader for this program because it
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